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Rereading the work of women's soft power during the Holy Defense era

Abstract

Women's participation in the early Islamic wars was a model for participation in the era of
sacred defense, following the example of Fatima Zahra and Zaynab al-Kubra, peace be upon
them, and other women who strived in this field, and in the words of Imam Khomeini, women
were able to be pioneers in playing a role in this important and fateful era. Rereading how the
use of national power (hard and soft power) by all people, especially women who, apparently,
constitute half of the population, have had a double importance in influencing the victory in
overcoming the enemy due to the ability to use the soft power of Islam, culture, and rationality,
indicates the importance of rereading this issue. This qualitative article, using a descriptive-
analytical and historical method with a comparative strategy, has examined documents and
sources. The results indicate that during the 8-year period of Sacred Defense, women played an
effective role in promoting the soft power of the Islamic Republic by utilizing soft power
resources (Islam, culture, Imam Khomeini's thought, rationality, public policy-making, and role
models) in the individual (human) dimensions in four main axes, family in three main axes, and

social in three main axes.

Keyword:
Sacred Defense Era, Soft Power, Islam, Culture, Imam Khomeini, Women, Family
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